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History Topic Overview: Crime and punishment   

Previous linked learning I think I already know… I would like to find out… 

- Year 2 – using sources and artefacts to 

understand a time period 

- Year 3 – life during the roman times 

- Year 4 – ancient civilisations and the laws 

that ensued  

- Year 5 – what life was like during this time 

for Britons 

  

Key Vocabulary 

 

New Vocabulary: 

Defendant 

Jury  

Sentence 

Verdict 

Transportation 

Pillory 

Poacher 

Highwayman 

Tudor 

Early modern period 

Petty theft 

Forest Law 

Murdrum Fine 

Outlaw 

Trial by Ordeal 

Wergil 

Mutiliation 

Gallows  

Witch trials 

 

By the end of this unit you will be able to…. 

- Introduce the broad trends of crime and punishment from the Romans to the 21st Century. 

- Explore crime and punishment in the Roman period. 

- Explore crime and punishment in the Anglo-Saxon and Viking periods. 

- Explore crime and punishment in the medieval and Tudor 

periods. 

- Explore crime and punishment in the early modern period. 

- Explore crime and punishment in the Victorian period. 

- Recap the history of crime and punishment and compare 

it to today.  

 
 

 

Prior Vocabulary: 

Confess 

Guilty 

Innocent 

Judge 

Law 

Trial 

Victim 

Witness  

Transportation 

Artefact 

Chronology 

Execution  

Humiliation  

Justice 

Sin  

Prevention  


