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History Topic Overview: Castles  

Previous linked learning I think I already know… I would like to find out… 

- EYFS – talk about events in the past 

- Year 1 – investigate and explore changes 

over time 

- Year 1 – compare similarities and 

differences of the past 

- Year 2 – order and summarise events  

- Year 2 – understand the impact of events 

on history  

  

Key Vocabulary 

 

New Vocabulary: 
Bayeux Tapestry 

Battle of Hastings 

Norman Conquest 

Invaders 

Motte and bailey 

Keep and bailey 

Medieval  

Moat 

Keep 

Drawbridge 

Siege 

Feudal system 

Peasants’ Revolt 

Middle ages 

Rebellion 

Monarch 

Tasters 

Tower of London 

Catapult 

Turret 

 

 

By the end of this unit you will be able to…. 

- Know who built the first castles in the UK. 

- Explore the features of Norman castles. 

- Explore the structure of medieval 

castles. 

- Understand who lived in medieval 

castles. 

- Discover how common people were 

treated in medieval times. 

- Explore how the Tower of London’s 

uses have changed over time.  

 
 

 

Prior vocabulary: 
Chronological 

Castle 

Knight 

Cooks  

Battle 

Enemy 


