
PHONICS 
SCREENING 
CHECK 
Information for 2023



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• National test taken in June by all Year 1 children (& Y2).

• It ‘checks’ if children have learnt phonic decoding and 

blending skills to an appropriate standard.

• It contains 40 words; 20 real, 20 pseudo (nonsense words –

new to all children; do not favour good vocabulary or visual 

memory of words). 

• Children sit one to one and read words, without help, to 

their usual teacher, at their own pace. Results are reported 

at end of Year to parents, those not met will resit in Year 2. 



Contents of the check



Contents of the check https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk


Practice at home: pause video and check using 
guidelines given.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uVBsKiO4Fw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uVBsKiO4Fw


Practice at home: Resources for parents

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Useful websites (free).
Google Year 1 Phonics Screening Check.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-
curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-
screening-check-resources

Games : PhonicsPlay free resources from 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources - ensure games 
cover phase 3, 4, 5. Use list of phonemes to ensure games 
include sounds in check. 

Twinkl – Phonics Screening Survival, Revision and 
Practice Materials, Activities and Games, on 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/phonics-screening-
survival/revision-and-practice-materials-phonics-screening-
survival/activities-and-games-revision-and-practice-materials-
phonics-screening-survival
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