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Why Little Wandle?

Training for all staff to ensure consistency

Every aspect of phonics and reading is planned using a detailed and systematic 

approach – focus on avoiding cognitat

Engaging resources for children

Repetition for practise

Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children who require 

additional help

Free support and resources for parents





Practice makes permanent

How do we teach phonics with Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds?

Daily sessions 

Whole class learning

Specific order of teaching that is 

repeated daily to manage cognitive load

Using specific vocabulary 

Grapheme – letter shape

Phoneme – Sound of the grapheme

Segmenting and blending practise 

Regular keep up sessions for children 

who need additional support

Use the recommended resources 

throughout the day

Avoiding schwaring

https://www.littlewandlelettersan

dsounds.org.uk/resources/for-

parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/












Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of
GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences)
and are confidently blending, they will be ready for 
reading books.

The aim is for children to be blending my Christmas.

Prior to this they will have been using wordless books which 
Develop great language skills and teach children the layout of 
booksand how to handle books



Reading

We want children to
love reading and be confident readers

Reading should be 
enjoyable

We want children to read 
for pleasure

Learning to read should be
a positive experience

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum 
and can impact on their achievement



How we teach reading 
The biggest change…

Reading is… Books are…

Timetabled as small group reads two

times a week

Matched to children’s secure phonic

knowledge and word reading

Taught by a teacher and/or teaching 

assistant

Read two times a week in school with 

physical books 

Focussed on 3 skills

-Decoding

-Prosody & Comprehension

Available as e-books for parents to read 

weekly 

Children should feel really confident with 

the book by the time it is released for 

home.

Read with at least 90% accuracy 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/g

overnment/uploads/system/uploads/atta

chment_data/file/1000986/Reading_fram

ework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_liter

acy_-_July-2021.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000986/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July-2021.pdf


How will this work?

Children are assessed daily during teaching to identify 

gaps and formally every 6 weeks. The LW assessment tool 

then matches which books should be allocated for their

child’s secure phonic knowledge

Children will read their book 2 times in school and then 

will have access to the eBook to read at home 

You can then share and discuss the books using the 

helpful prompts at the front and back and celebrate your 

child’s successes

Teachers will make a star and next step comment and 

would love to know how you got on with the third read 

at home

A ‘book to share’ will be sent home weekly for your child 

to enjoy to develop their reading for pleasure. 

Children will not be able to read this book independently 

but these books offer a wealth of opportunities for 

talking about the pictures and enjoying the story or 

information text.



Our timetable for reading (in Reception)

Monday Wednesday Friday The Weekend

School -All children will 

read and focus 

on the first skill: 

Decoding

All children will 

read and focus 

on the second

and third skill: 

Prosody & 

Comprehension

All children wil

Feedback in the 

yellow diary will 

be given as…

-One star 

comment 

-One next step

The eBook that 

the children 

have read during 

the week will be 

released to read 

at home for a 

third time. 

Parents/Home Book to share 

box outside 

Rabbits to 

choose

Access to eBooks 

released to date

Please make 

sure yellow 

diaries are 

handed in with 

the home 

learning.

Access to eBooks 

released to date

Read the book 

released with 

your child 

between Friday 

and Wednesday 

am

-Let us know 

how your child 

got on in the 

yellow diary.



What can parents do to help at home?

Read the ebooks and celebrate your child’s successes

Share books for pleasure, visit the library or a book shop

Watch the videos and supporting resources on the Little Wandle

website

Familiarise yourself with the pronunciation of sounds

Check the weekly homework and sheets for information linking to 

the sounds taught that week




