
Promoting a love of 

books and reading 

with younger 

children



Why is reading to children important?
Supporting cognitive development – remembering, problem 
solving and decision making

Improved language skills - introduces children to a wealth of 
vocabulary that they would not be able to access themselves

Developing a bond 

Increased concentration – they are able to focus for the 
duration of short stories which can be increased as 
appropriate 

Improved imagination and creativity 

Cultivating a life long love of reading



How do we promote an enjoyment of reading 
in school?

Daily stories read to 
the children- trialling 

voting

Using a range of texts 
to inspire Literacy 

Lessons

World Book 
Day/Week

Inspirational author 
visits

Well resourced 
reading areas

Investment in new and 
more engaging books for 

reading sessions

The book bus Book to share boxes



Class Copies of a range of 
texts in Year 2 for their 

transition to whole class 
guided reading



Ideas for Promoting a love of reading 
at home

Sharing picture books 
with your children

Make sure that 
reading is part of your 

daily routine

Change up where you 
read 

Show them that you 
like to read too!

Use the books as 
ideas for fun 

activities
-The tiger who came 

to tea
-The three little pigs

Audiobooks for the car

Don’t forget to share 
a range of texts



Ideas for Promoting a love of reading at home
Trips to the library to create a themed bookshelf

Spring Summer Autumn Winter

Valentines Day (love, 
friendship), St Patricks Day,  
Earth Day,  St George’s Day

Sports Back to School, celebrating 
differences 

Arctic Animals

Easter Holidays, countries,
transport

Harvest, Fire safety, bonfire 
night, Diwali , 
Remembrance 

Snow and Ice stories

Life Cycles Beach and sea animals Hibernation Christmas, New year, new 
beginnings, Chinese New 
Year



Create Reading 
dens and nooks



Follow your local 
library on social 
media to keep 
updated with 

upcoming events



Subscriptions and gift ideas

https://littleboxofbooks.co.uk/

The Little Box of Books
Use for ideas or gift boxes

Okido Science based magazine 
for 3 to 7 year olds

https://store.okido.com
/pages/shop

https://www.brilliantbrainz.com/

Brilliant 
Brainz
Magazine 
for 6 to 12 
year olds

https://love
myread.com

https://littleboxofbooks.co.uk/
https://store.okido.com/pages/shop
https://www.brilliantbrainz.com/
https://lovemyread.com/


Upcoming Events

National Poetry Day 
Competition 
Thursday 6th October
Theme – The environment

Teachers will be sharing their favourite 
poems in collective  worship daily.

Children will be challenged to write a poem 
about the environment for their home 
learning this week.

5 poems will be chosen to read their poems 
in a celebration assembly (their 
parents/family will be invited) . Children will 
receive a small prize and the 5 poems will 
be put onto the website and shared in a 
newsletter. https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/explore/

https://www.youtube.com/c/MichaelRosenOfficial

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/explore/
https://www.youtube.com/c/MichaelRosenOfficial


Upcoming Events

October Half Term 
Reading Challenge
Adopt a Reading Bear 
We need your help!
-Children to donate a washed teddy 
bear (or two)  to the school (date to be 
communicated)
-We will then line them up in the library 
and each KS1 class with the help of our 
library leaders will child will adopt a 
brand new bear and tag it on the last 
week of the term
-Their challenge is to read and share 
books with the bear over half term 
We’d love to see photos 



Before you go…



Phonics and 

Early Reading



littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

Why Little Wandle?

Training for all staff to ensure consistency

Every aspect of phonics and reading is planned using a detailed and systematic 

approach – focus on avoiding cognitat

Engaging resources for children

Repetition for practise

Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children who require 

additional help

Free support and resources for parents





Practice makes permanent

How do we teach phonics with Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds?

Daily sessions 

Whole class learning

Specific order of teaching that is 

repeated daily to manage cognitive load

Using specific vocabulary 

Grapheme – letter shape

Phoneme – Sound of the grapheme

Segmenting and blending practise 

Regular keep up sessions for children 

who need additional support

Use the recommended resources 

throughout the day

Avoiding schwaring

https://www.littlewandlelettersan

dsounds.org.uk/resources/for-

parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/












Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of
GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences)
and are confidently blending, they will be ready for 
reading books.

The aim is for children to be blending my Christmas.

Prior to this they will have been using wordless books which 
Develop great language skills and teach children the layout of 
booksand how to handle books



Reading

We want children to
love reading and be confident readers

Reading should be 
enjoyable

We want children to read 
for pleasure

Learning to read should be
a positive experience

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum 
and can impact on their achievement



How we teach reading 
The biggest change…

Reading is… Books are…

Timetabled as small group reads two

times a week

Matched to children’s secure phonic

knowledge and word reading

Taught by a teacher and/or teaching 

assistant

Read two times a week in school with 

physical books 

Focussed on 3 skills

-Decoding

-Prosody & Comprehension

Available as e-books for parents to read 

weekly 

Children should feel really confident with 

the book by the time it is released for 

home.

Read with at least 90% accuracy 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/g

overnment/uploads/system/uploads/atta

chment_data/file/1000986/Reading_fram

ework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_liter

acy_-_July-2021.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000986/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July-2021.pdf


How will this work?

Children are assessed daily during teaching to identify 

gaps and formally every 6 weeks. The LW assessment tool 

then matches which books should be allocated for their

child’s secure phonic knowledge

Children will read their book 2 times in school and then 

will have access to the eBook to read at home 

You can then share and discuss the books using the 

helpful prompts at the front and back and celebrate your 

child’s successes

Teachers will make a star and next step comment and 

would love to know how you got on with the third read 

at home

A ‘book to share’ will be sent home weekly for your child 

to enjoy to develop their reading for pleasure. 

Children will not be able to read this book independently 

but these books offer a wealth of opportunities for 

talking about the pictures and enjoying the story or 

information text.



Our timetable for reading (in Reception)

Monday Wednesday Friday The Weekend

School -All children will 

read and focus 

on the first skill: 

Decoding

All children will 

read and focus 

on the second

and third skill: 

Prosody & 

Comprehension

All children wil

Feedback in the 

yellow diary will 

be given as…

-One star 

comment 

-One next step

The eBook that 

the children 

have read during 

the week will be 

released to read 

at home for a 

third time. 

Parents/Home Book to share 

box outside 

Rabbits to 

choose

Access to eBooks 

released to date

Please make 

sure yellow 

diaries are 

handed in with 

the home 

learning.

Access to eBooks 

released to date

Read the book 

released with 

your child 

between Friday 

and Wednesday 

am

-Let us know 

how your child 

got on in the 

yellow diary.



What can parents do to help at home?

Read the ebooks and celebrate your child’s successes

Share books for pleasure, visit the library or a book shop

Watch the videos and supporting resources on the Little Wandle

website

Familiarise yourself with the pronunciation of sounds

Check the weekly homework and sheets for information linking to 

the sounds taught that week




